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The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ 
through worshiping God, fostering spiritual growth and serving the community. 

LIGHT FROM THE TOWER 

March 2017 

A Letter from Rev. Elena Delgado 
 
 One of my favorite prayers from the Iona Community on the island of Iona, Scotland begins, òYou keep us 
waiting . . . You, the God of all time, want us to wait for the right time in which to discover who we are, where we must 
go, who will be with us and what we must do. So, thank you . . . for the waiting time.ó 
 

 This prayer reminds us that all time belongs to and that at the right time God will answer the countless questions 
we all have about personal meaning and purpose. For First Presbyterian Church, this interim period of preparing to 
welcome a new installed pastor, active waiting is all part of the process. What if this òwaiting timeó prayer were at the 
heart of the òin-between timeó in the life of the church? What would we learn about Godõs providential care?  
 

 The prayer continues, òYou keep us looking . . . You, the God of all space, want us to look in the right and 
wrong places for signs of hope, for people who are hopeless, for visions of a better world which will appear among 
the disappointments of the world we know. So, thank you . . . for the looking time.ó  
 

 This second stanza reminds us that all space is of God. And because it is, there is not place where God does 
not abide. In the 12 months since Rev. Gittings death a year ago, itõs been hard to see much past the loss space of his 
presence here. Since space belongs to God and that God is in it (thought never contained by it), hope abides. What if 

this òlooking prayeró were at the heart of the òin-between timeó in the life of First 
Church? What would we see if we were willing to look even in the òwrong placesó 
of grief and disappointment for Godõs power to bring hope and new life to the 
congregation?  
 

 The prayer draws towards its end with òAnd in all this, you keep us . . . 
Through hard questions with no easy answers, through failing where we hoped to 
succeed and making an impact when we thought we were useless, through the 
patience and encouragement and love of others, and through Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, you keep us.ó  
 

 In all the challenges of waiting and looking during this interim season, what if 
this òkeeping prayeró were at the heart of the congregationõs life in this òin-between 
timeó? What if this was the prayer of the Session, the Board of Deacons, the Trustees 
and the Pastor Nominating Committee? Your prayer? And why difference would it 
make?  
 

 Given Godõs promise to always keep us, how willing are we to entrust the 
past, this interim season and our future into Godõs good keeping? With even a 
smudge of willingness, then let this prayer of ours conclude with these words of 
gratitude, òSo thank you . . . for the keeping time and for now and for ever. Amen. 

The Five  
Developmental Tasks of 

the Interim Period 
 

1. Coming to terms with our 

history  

2. Discerning our purpose 

and identity 

3. Leadership change and 

development  

4. Reaffirming 

denominational/

community ties 

5. Committing to new 

leadership and new 

ministry 
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An adult Bible study entitled  

òWho is Jesus?ñ What a Difference a Lens Makesó continues in March.  

Each of the studyõs nine lessons explores the question òWho is Jesus?ó  

through a particular theological lens.  

 

 Author Judy Yates Sikerõs explores the response to this question through the lens of the 

gospel writers and the Apostle Paul, as well as the Abrahamic Faiths and even contemporary 

interpretations through the lens of Christians around the world. We will consider how each of 

us who read the New Testament interpret the text before us, too, through our own lives and 

experience. The goal of the study is for you to find your voice, your own response in dialogue 

with others including our Jewish and Muslim sisters and brothers. 
 

 This excellent study challenges us to become aware of our now interpretive lens of this 
questions through our own lives and experience. The curriculum is intentionally designed so 
that anyone can drop into a lesson at any time. There's no need to have attended a previous 
lesson to reap the reward of this study. Just come. All are welcome. 

DATE  FACILITATOR  HOST    

Mar. 2  Christina Banas Maria Oakley 
Mar. 9  Lovelace Quarshie Liz Kamke      
Mar. 16 Karen Lewis  Samantha Gaerte 
Mar. 23 Ellen Henry  Ellen Henry 
Mar. 30 Rev. Elena  To be announced 

 

March 1 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten Season. The season of Lent is a time of prayer, 
fasting and, most importantly, a period of self-examination in preparation for the celebration of the 
resurrection of the Lord on Easter. In a spirit of penitence, Christians gather on Ash Wednesday to mark 
the beginning of the 40 days of Lent. You are invited to join this service which begins at 6:30 PM in the 
Chapel for a time of worship and reflection, joining with Christians around the world in a ritual known 
as "The Imposition of Ashes.ó We will also celebrate the Lordõs Supper together around the table. A 
simple meal of soup and bread are part of the service.  All are welcome. 
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Sunday, March 12 inaugurates the Adult Forum, 
monthly program committed to expanding our 
understanding of social, political and cultural issues 
in our community and the world.  This first forum, A 
Salvadoran Witness of Faith and Hope, is an 
opportunity to hear the personal stories of Carmen 
Rodrigues and Alex Gomez of El Salvador. Having 
fled the violence in their beloved country and 
separated from their children and spouses, Carmen 
and Alex bare witness to an extraordinary faith and 
hope in God and the power of loving community. 
The Adult Forum is every second Sunday of the 
month. It begins immediately after worship in the 
chapel.   

Would you like to usher? 
 
The Deacons are expanding worship & 
fellowship opportunities through the ministry of 
ushering. Would you like to volunteer? The duties 
include greeting churchgoers as they arrive, and 
distributing bulletins. Itõs an easy way to get to 
know members of your First Church family better, 
and also to welcome visitors. Couples and 
families can do it together. Youth are encouraged 
to participate too! 
 
Please contact the Church Office to volunteer at 

884-7250, x 10 or email 
cbanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org. 

A Salvadoran Witness of Faith and Hope 
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Stated Clerk opposes order  
banning refugeesõ entry into U.S. 

January 28, 2017 
Louisville 

 
 Yesterday President Donald Trump signed an executive order to 
allegedly protect the nation from terrorists entering the United States. In 
practice, however, this order serves to further harm those who are the 
very victims of terrorism, genocide, religious and gender-based 
persecution, and civil war. 
 
 Right now, across the globe, there are families grabbing their bags 
and clinging to each other as they tearfully flee the home they love, the 
home they never wanted to leave, because home is no longer safe. And 
many, after being fully vetted by a legal refugee entry process, are not 
being allowed to enter the U.S. and are being wrongfully detained at 
airports across the country. 
 
 This is a miscarriage of justice and goes against everything we 
stand for as a country shaped and formed by people who emanated 
from other lands. 
 
 As the top ecclesial officer of the nationõs largest Reformed body, 

I urge the president and his administration to reverse this very harmful decision regarding refugees. 
Presbyterians are not afraid of this so-called terror threat. We are not afraid because we profess a 
faith in Jesus, who entered the world a refugee. 
 
 We are not afraid because, just as we welcome Jesus every advent, we have chosen to 
welcome our brothers and sisters into this nation from across the globe. Presbyterians chose 
welcome after World War II when we, as a denomination, demanded that the U.S. allow more 
refugees to enter then. We chose welcome when our very congregations served as the host sites to 
refugees in the years before resettlement agencies. And, Presbyterians choose welcome now as we 
co-sponsor families resettling to the U.S. from Syria, Somalia, Sudan, Iraq, Burma, Bhutan, and other 
countries. 
 
 With every choice of welcome we enter into relationship with people who become 
neighbors, friends, and family. No administration can convince us to fear. 
 
 We oppose this administrationõs decision to prolong each and every refugeeõs wait for a place 
to call home under the false pretense of security. We stand ready to welcome our new neighbors, 
friends, and family of all faiths and nations. 

Office of the General Assembly 
J Herbert Nelson II 
Stated Clerk of the  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) 
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Clerkõs Corner 
By Janet Hill, Clerk of Session 

The following actions were taken by Session and the Board of Trustees in January and February. 
V Approved the request for a letter of transfer for Eleanor Kamke (active member) to Central 

Presbyterian Church of Denver. 

V Elected Andrew Gaerte as the Elder representative to the Nominating Committee. 

V Honored the request from PWNY for per capita plus an additional 10% for mission. 

V Approved the 2017 Communion schedule. 

V Approved up to $15,000 from the church for One Symphony Circleõs 2017 Annual Appeal. 

V Requested that the CMO Committee make suggestions for the 2017 Jones Bequest gifts and report 

back to Trustees. 

V Set the 2017 wedding fee schedule. 

V Approved the proposed lease from 716 Ministries with F Bites for the basement office. 

V Approved the proposed lease from 716 Ministries with The Serendipity Shoppe for the former thrift 

shop and storage room. 

V Elected Mark Armesto as the Trustee representative to the 2017 Nominating Committee. 

V Approved a Scrabble fundraiser for the literacy program on Wednesday, March 8. 

V Approved the 2017 Budget, including $5,000 for a grant administrator. 

V Accepted the $328,440 grant from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation Environmental Protection Fund Grant through the Regional Economic Development 

Councils. 

V Appointed David Bond as the grant administrator to be compensated up to $5,000 for the duration 

of the grant. 

V Approved a church credit card for Rev. Delgado. 

V Agreed to place òNo matter where you are from, weõre glad youõre our neighbor,ó signs on campus. 

V Approved the nonmember wedding of Danielle OõNeill and Ryan Gessin in the sanctuary on July 8, 

2017 performed by Rev. Robert G. Spratt of Bethany Presbyterian Church in Rochester. 

V Approved the request from One Symphony Circle to serve beer and wine at the Tower Garden Party 

on Saturday, July 29, 2017. 

V Agreed to use principle funds from The Third Century Fund to front the cost of the tower repair, with 

the intention of returning all or most of the funds after reimbursement from the state. 

V Approved the proposal to serve as headquarters for Garden Walk Buffalo on July 28-30 with the 

addition of $500 for building use, the allowance of First Presbyterian Church to offer tours to the 

public, and the receipt from Garden Walk of proof of insurance with the church as additional insured. 

V Reaffirmed that we are looking for a fulltime pastor and that we as a Session and as a congregation are 

willing to make any financial commitment necessary. 

V Approved the request from the Moderator for absence from church March 17-20. 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITY: 
Join us on  

Wednesday, March 29 at 4:30 p.m. 
to serve meals to the hungry at  

Friends of Night People  
(corner of Wadsworth and Hudson).  

 
Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  

Sponsored by the CMO Committee. 

The Serendipity Thrift Shoppe, run by 
friend of First Church, Michael Warner, 
opens this month in the basement!  

 
The entrance will be through the 

Wadsworth Door.  
 

Grand Opening details will be shared 
once finalized. 
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The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets 
Mondays at 6:30 PM at the Eggertsville-
Snyder Library (4622 Main St. in Snyder just 
past Harlem Rd.) Anyone is welcome, and 
yarn can be provided.  

The Book Group will gather on Wednesday, 
March 22 at 6:00 PM at June McGrathõs 
home (79 Baynes St. in Buffalo). The book 
to discuss is The Wright Brothers by David 
McCullough. Please bring a dish to share for 
dinner. 

X canned vegetables
 X Ramen noodles

 X soup 
X tuna fish

 
X pasta 
X spaghetti sauce

 X beans 
X cereal 
X mac & cheese

 X toilet paper
 

Food Pantry 
Jericho Road Community Health Center  

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
The mission of JRCHC is to provide a culturally sensitive 
medical home, especially for refugee and low-income 
community members, facilitating wellness and self-
sufficiency by addressing health, education, economic 
and spiritual barriers. 
 
Most of our volunteer positions are within the 
community development programs, and have various 
levels of commitment.  We do our best to match 
volunteers interest, skill, and availability with the 
volunteer opportunities. 
 
Our current needs are: 

¶ mentors for the Polly Project Mentoring Program 

¶ mentors for the Priscilla Project of Buffalo 

¶ ESL Initiative teachers, class assistants, and 1:1 tutors 
child care facilitators at the Vive program 
 
If you would like to know more about JRCHC, please 
come to a volunteer information meeting which will be 
held on March 8 at 4 PM at 50 Wyoming Avenue, 
Buffalo 14215. 
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A memorial service was held for Laurette Oak on 
February 25. Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to her husband, Doug, and their family. 
Doug and Laurette were members of First Church 
for many years before moving to Ellicottville.  
 

ǅǅǅǅǅ 
 
Local architect Ted Lownie passed away in 
January. Ted was a friend of First Church and very 
generous with advice regarding grants and the 
tower repair. On behalf of the congregation, a 
$100 donation was made to Kleinhans Music Hall 
in Tedõs memory. 

 
ǅǅǅǅǅ 

 
With sadness we learned that member Marlene 
Mattucci passed away earlier this year from a heart 
attack. A friend of hers attended worship and 
shared the sad news. We have been unable to 
connect with family members of Marlene to learn 
more.  

 
ǅǅǅǅǅ 

 
We heard of a family at Elmwood Village Charter 
School who lost everything they had in a fire. 
Elmwood Village Charter School is a former 
tenant, and we always seek ways to maintain a 
connection with them. On behalf of the 
congregation, $200 was donated to the family 
from the Smiley Fund.  

 
ǅǅǅǅǅ 

 
 
 

The Presbytery asks our congregation to pray for 
the following this month: 

Buffalo, Lafayette Avenue & Rev. Drew Ludwig 
Rev. Bronwen Boswell, At Large 
Buffalo, MacAlpine & Rev. Stuart Buisch, 

Moderator 
Rev. Stan Bratton, Director, Network of 

Religious Communities 
Committee on Ministry    
Buffalo, University & Rev. Tracy Daub 
Rev. Dr. Lance Brown, Honorably Retired 
Buffalo, Westminster & Rev. Dr. Thomas Yorty 
Rev. Judith Brown Bryan, At Large 
Rev. Joseph Campbell, At Large 
 

ǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

WE CHOOSE WELCOME 
For news and resources regarding the Presbyterian 
denominationõs response to current events, visit 
the following websites. You may also sign up for 
their email lists. 

www.pcusa.org 
www.presbyterianmission.org 

www.pbywny.org 
 

ǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

DAILY PRAYER RESOURCES 
Presbyterian Mission Yearbook: 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/ 
d365.org 

inwardoutward.org 

http://firstchurchbuffalo.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acd769e2507184155dc36ceb2&id=018ffe2d28&e=e03e80568a
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First Church Calendar Highlights 

Sunday Schedule 
11:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Sunday School 
12:00 AM Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

 

Communion will be served on March 1. 
 

Weekly Events 
Mondays 
  6:30 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry (off site) 
 

Tuesdays 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
12:30 PM Food Bag Distribution 
  4:30 PM Literacy Tutoring 
 

Wednesdays 
  4:30 PM Literacy Tutoring* 
  *No class on March 1 
Thursdays 
  7:00 PM òWho Is Jesusó Bible Study (off site) 

 

Building Use 
 

Thurs. 3/2 &16   3-7 PM Native Offerings  
    Crop Share Pickup 
Thurs. 3/2    4-7 PM Bel Canto Choir  
    Rehearsal 
Thurs. 3/9    7 PM  Explore Buffalo   
    Speakers Series 
Sun. 3/5     3 PM  Bel Canto Choir  
    Concert 

 

Committee Meetings 
 

Sat. 3/4   9:00 AM PNC 
Sun. 3/5 12:30 PM PNC 
Wed. 3/8   5:45 PM Board of Trustees 
Sun. 3/12   9:30 AM Deacons  
Sun. 3/12 12:30 PM PNC 
Wed. 3/14   6:30 PM Christian Education 
Wed. 3/15   6:30 PM Session 
Sun. 3/19 12:30 PM PNC 
Tues. 3/21   6:00 PM One Symphony Circle 
Sun. 3/26 12:30 PM PNC 
 

 

Church Programs/Events 
 

Wed. 3/1   6:30 PM Ash Wednesday  
    Service & Supper 
Wed. 3/22   6:00 PM Book Group Gathering 
Sun. 3/12 12:00 PM Adult Forum 
Mon. 3/27 April Newsletter Deadline 
 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

Please note, the parking lot is reserved by One 
Symphony Circle during most Kleinhans events to 
fundraise for the tower campaign. Please call the 
Church Office with any questions. 
 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

Rev. Delgado will be out of the office March 16-20. 
 

Christina Banas will be out of the office March 17-24. 
 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 12. 
Spring ahead one hour! 

 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

The next date to volunteer with Family Promise is 
Sunday, April 9. 

 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

COFFEE HOUR PASTRIES NEEDED 
Do you like to bake? Share your favorite cookies, 
cakes, pies, or breads with your church family during 
coffee hour! There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. 

 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Holy Week services April 10, 11, 12 
Maundy Thursday, April 13 evening service 

Easter sunrise service and Jubilee Worship at 11 AM 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing special offering to be 
collected on Easter Sunday, April 16. 

 

More details in the April newsletter! 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2017 
Pat Brown (2) 

Rebecca Whipple (1) 
Madeline Mason (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (1) 
Olga Rico-Armesto (2) 

Nolan Whipple* (1) 
 

Class of 2018 
Christina Banas* (1) 

Mary Field (1) 
Liz Kamke (2) 

Sheila Miller (1) 
Tina Osei (2) 

 
Class of 2019 
Jackie Addo (2) 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
Sam Gaerte (1) 

June McGrath (1) 
Denis Wettlaufer (1) 

 
*Indicates co-moderator 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201-1213 

(Across from Kleinhans) 
 

Phone: (716) 884-7250 Fax: (716) 884-7253 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org  

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Twitter: @1stChurchBflo 
ñLikeò us on Facebook:  

ñFirst Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, NYò 

 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Elena Delgado, Pastor 
 RevElena@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 13 
 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D. 
Parish Associate for Community Outreach
 JohnRLong17@verizon.net 
 
 

The Reverend Jack Smiley, Pastor Emeritus 
 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 17 
 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 11 
 
Tom Hollfelder, Custodian/Security Guard 
 
Church Office, extension 10 

SESSION AND TRUSTEES  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 

Clerk of Session 
Janet Hill  

 
 

Class of 2017 
Mark Armesto (T) (2) 
Lucas Lloyd (T) (1) 
Henry Porter (T) (1)  

Sue Snyder (1) 
Roger Woodard (1) 

 
Class of 2018 

John Darby (T) (1) 
Tim Hess (2) 

Lauren Hill (T) (1) 
 

Class of 2019 
Don Houck (T) (1) 
Andrew Gaerte (2) 
Stephanie Smith (2) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
Lovelace Quarshie (1) 

 
(T) indicates that the Elder has also 
been elected to serve as a Trustee. 

Additional parking is available in the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth Street Sunday mornings 
from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM. 

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) 
 

Lucas Lloyd, Chair 
Jimmy Martinez, Vice Chair 

Mark Armesto 
Gregg Borland 

Jean Hess 
Liz Kamke 

Karen Lewis 
Quinton Meyer 

Lovelace Quarshie 


