Church Calendar for the Week
Sunday, May 18

11:15 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

Monday, May 19
Tuesday, May 20
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 21
1:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

(716) 884-7250 ▪ Fax: (716) 884-7253
email@firstchurchbuffalo.org ▪ www.firstchurchbuffalo.org
“Like” us Facebook: “First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, NY”
Follow us Twitter @1stChurchBflo

Worship, Quinton Meyer preaching — Sanctuary
Fellowship Time — Chapel

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of
metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping
God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community.

Building Closed

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Staff Meeting — Pastor’s Study
Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall
Literacy Tutoring — Chapel
Gardening for One Symphony Circle
Couchside Calvin at Phil’s home
Bible Study — Pastor’s Study
Literacy Tutoring — Chapel
Joint Session/Deacons Meeting — Chapel

Thursday, May 22
7:30 p.m.

One Symphony Circle Board Meeting — Historical Hall

Friday, May 23

No events

Saturday, May 24

No events

Sunday, May 25

First Presbyterian Church

May 18, 2014
Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so.
Text in bold print indicates congregational responses.
Prelude

Deck Thyself, My Soul, With Gladness

Gerald Near

◊Call to Worship (responsive)

You are a chosen people, a holy nation, a royal priesthood.
We proclaim the mighty acts of God, who calls us from darkness to light.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
Once we were no people; now we are the people of God.
◊Prayer of the Day (responsive)

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray:
Almighty God, in Christ you have shown us the way, revealed to us your truth, and offered
to us everlasting life. Keep our eyes upon him, that we may see your path more clearly,
know your truth more fully, and receive your life more abundantly; through Christ, who
dwells with you and the Holy Spirit in eternal glory. Amen.
◊Hymn 460

“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”

Grosser Gott

Prayer of Confession (unison)

9:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

Adult Christian Education — Pastor’s Study
Worship, Rev. Dr. Philip S. Gittings preaching — Sanctuary
Sunday School — Classrooms
Fellowship Time — Chapel

Living God, we confess that we look for the living among the dead. You call us to be a
holy temple, but we reject the very cornerstone. You call us to be a holy people, but we
resist your saving grace. Forgive us; give us new life! Make us new people, a new temple, filled with the Spirit of life—the life that death cannot destroy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsive)

All of us, like sheep have gone astray, but now we have returned to the shepherd and guardian of our souls. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.
◊Canticle
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“Glory to the Father”
Richard Wetzel
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen.

◊Prayer of Dedication (responsive)
◊Passing of the Peace
Children’s Message
Announcements
First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

NT page 126

Anthem
Come. My Way, My Truth, My Life
Peter Pindar Stearns
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a way as gives us breath; such a truth as ends all strife; such
a life that killeth death. Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a feast; such a
feast as mends in length; such a strength as makes his guest. Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such
a joy as none can move; such a love as none can part; such a heart as joys in love. — George Herbert
Second Reading: John 14:1-14
Sermon
◊Hymn 442

NT pages 108-109
“Heaven Can’t Wait”

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Elder Quinton Meyer
Aurelia
Apostles’ Creed

Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended
into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen .
Prayers of the People
Lord's Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offertory
O How Amiable Are Thy Dwellings
R. Vaughan-Williams
O how amiable are thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth for the courts of the Lord. My
heart and my flesh cry out for the living Lord. Yea, the sparrow hath found her a nest where she may
lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts. O how amiable… O God, our help in ages past, our
hope for years to come, Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.
—Psalm 84:1-3, adapt

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

◊Doxology 591
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Living God, source of all life and hope, all joy and peace, all compassion and justice—
transform us by your power to make all things new.
May the gifts of our lives be a witness to the new life you offer in Jesus Christ. Use all
the gifts we share this day to bring the promise of new life to our neighbors, near and
far. Amen.
“Christ Is Alive!”

◊Hymn 108

Truro

◊Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Prelude on Christ ist erstanden

Gerald Near

(Tune: Hymn 112)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2014
Today’s Liturgist is Stephanie Smith.

BUFFALO MARATHON ROAD CLOSURES
The Buffalo Marathon, being held Sunday, May
25th, will close the following streets: Richmond
Ave., North St. between Symphony Cir. &
Delaware Ave., and Delaware Ave. south of North
St. Please allow extra time to get to church next
week.

Welcome to all visitors— you have a friend at
First Church! If you would like to learn more about
our diverse, welcoming faith community, please
speak to a Deacon after worship.
If you have a prayer request to include during
Prayers of the People, please use one of the blue
prayer cards available in the Narthex or by asking a
Deacon. Please write neatly and give your card to
a Deacon.

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION HAT TEA
Sunday, June 1st after worship in the chapel. Don
your favorite hat and enjoy special delicacies to
satisfy your sweet tooth! Proceeds to be donated to
Child & Family Services!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Spring is here— come join One Symphony Circle
for an evening of gardening! We will be planting,
weeding, and cleaning up the gardens at First
Church Tuesday evening May 20th, starting at 6:00
p.m. Please bring neighbors and friends to help.
Plant donations are welcome.

JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday, June 1st
Sunday, July 6
Sunday, August 3
5:30 PM Potluck Supper
7:00 PM Worship service with Jazz music
Sponsored by the Church Life Committee

COUCHSIDE CALVIN
The Young Adult Couchside Calvin group will meet
at Phil Gittings’ home (54 Irving Pl, in the back) on
Tuesday, May 20 at 7:00 PM. Street parking is
available. Copies of the chapter to be discussed
can be picked up from Phil’s mailbox in the Church
Office.
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