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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2015 
Liz Kamke (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

Judith Paradzai (2) 
Phil Sims (2) 

Denis Wettlaufer (2) 
 

Class of 2016 
Jackie Addo (1) 

Cleo Alexander (2) 
Mark Juan Armesto (2)  

José Gomez (2)  
Gifty Koramoah (1) 

Ken Madell (2) 
 

Class of 2017 
Pat Brown (2) 

Rebecca Laubenstein (1) 
Madeline Mason (1) 

Lovelace Quarshie (1) 
Olga Rico-Armesto (2) 

Nolan Whipple (1) 
 
 
 

 

SESSION AND TRUSTEES  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Clerk of Session 

Janet Hill  
 

Class of 2015 
Jean Hess (2) 
Tim Hess (1) 

Janet Hill (T) (2) 
Don Houck (T) (2) 
Susan Koeppel (1) 

Virginia McIntyre (1) 
 

Class of 2016 
Ian Bradford (T) (2) 
Mike Henry (T) (2) 

Stephanie Smith (1) 
Ryan Nadbrzuch (T) (1) 

Maria Oakley (1) 
 

Class of 2017 
Mark Armesto (T) (2) 

Lucas Lloyd (1) 
Henry Porter (T) (1)  

Sue Snyder (1) 
Roger Woodard (1) 

 
 
 

(T) indicates that the Elder has also been nomi-
nated or elected to serve as a Trustee while on 

Session. 

 
 
 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

“Like” us Facebook: “First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, NY”  
Follow us Twitter @1stChurchBflo 

 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 1, 2015 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken arr. Judy Endean 
 

◊Call to Worship: (responsive) 

As the prophets promised long ago, Jesus came to speak Godôs word.  

As even the demons seem to know, Jesus is the Holy One of God. 
 

◊Prayer of the Day (responsive) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray: 

God of all wisdom and authority, you sent Jesus Christ to save us. Heal us, cleanse us, 

Deliver us, and cast out the evil within us so that we may know your Word and heed your 

new teaching; through Christ, your Holy One. Amen. 
 

◊Hymn 483 “Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above” Mit freuden Zart 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God our Creator, we confess that we are broken, sinful creatures. You spoke to us 

through the prophets, yet we have not kept your commands. You give a new teaching 

through Jesus, yet we fail to obey your living Word. Forgive us, God of grace. Set us 

free from the grip of sin, cast out all that is evil within us, and bring us ever closer to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness (responsive) 

Hear the promise of the Lord: See, your salvation has come! You are a holy people, 

redeemed by God, sought out , not forsaken. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

◊Canticle “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing of the Peace 
 

Children’s Message 
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Announcements 
 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 OT pages 174-175 
 

Anthem Except the Lord build the house Anthony Cæsar 
Except the Lord build the house; their labor is but lost that build it. Behold now, praise the Lord: all 

ye servants of the Lord; Ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord: even in the courts of the 

house of our God. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary: and praise the Lord. Alleluia. Amen 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:21-28 NT page 35 
 

Sermon “Spreading Recognition” Rev. Dr. Philip S. Gittings 
 

◊Hymn 339 “Be Thou My Vision” Slane 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eucharist 
 

Offertory O Food to Pilgrims Given  
O Food to pilgrims given, O Bread of life from heaven, O Manna from on high! We hunger; Lord, 

supply us, nor thy delights deny us, whose hearts to thee draw nigh. O stream of love past telling, O 

purest fountain, welling from out the Savior’s side! We faint with thirst; revive us, of thine abundance 

give us, and all we need provide. O Jesus, by thee bidden, we here adore thee, hidden in forms of 

bread and wine. Grant when the veil is riven, we may behold, in heaven, thy countenance divine 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Dedication (responsive) 

Yours, O Lord, are grandeur and power, majesty, splendor, and glory. 

All in the heavens and earth is yours, and of your own we give you. 
 

Invitation to the Lord's Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving (responsive) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

The Minister continues and then says: 

Therefore we lift our hearts in joyful praise, joining our voices with choirs of angels and 

with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:  
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, February 1  Food Pantry Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. Adult Christian Education — Pastor’s Study 
 11:15 a.m. Worship & Communion,  
  Rev. Dr. Philip S. Gittings preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:15 p.m. Fellowship Time — Narthex 
 6:00 p.m. Jazz Vespers Potluck — Chapel 
 7:00 p.m. Jazz Vespers Service — Chapel 
 

Monday, February 2  Church Closed 
   

Tuesday, February 3 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 4:30 - 6:00  p.m. Literacy Program — Chapel 
 5:30 p.m. Worship & Music Committee Meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 7:00 p.m. Lands & Buildings Committee Meeting — Historical Hall 
  

Wednesday, February 4 
 4:30 - 6:00  p.m. Literacy Program — Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Kleinhans Community Association Meeting — Chapel 
 

Thursday, February 5 
 3:00 p.m. Native Offerings Crop Share Pickup — Narthex 
 
Friday, February 6  No events 
  
Saturday, February 7  Village Church Memorial Service — Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 8 
 9:30 a.m. Adult Christian Education — Pastor’s Study 
 11:15 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Philip S. Gittings preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:30 a.m. Sunday School — Classrooms 
 12:30 p.m. Annual Meetings of the Congregation & Corporation — Sanctuary 
 1:30 p.m. Board of Deacons Meeting — Historical Hall 
 1:30 p.m. Fellowship Time — Narthex 
 



 

6 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister continues and says: 

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

The Minister continues and says: 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 

Yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Distribution of the Elements & Communion of the People 
 

Prayer after Communion (unison) 

Gracious God, You have made us one with all Your people in heaven and on earth. 

You have fed us with the bread of life, and renewed us for Your service. Help us who 

have shared Christ's body and received His cup, to be His faithful disciples so that our 

daily living may be part of the life of Your kingdom, and our love be Your love 

reaching out into the life of the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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◊Hymn 507 “I Come with Joy” Dove of Peace 
 

◊Charge and Benediction  
 

Postlude  Prelude on We All Believe in One True God J. S. Bach 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 
The Reverend Dr. Philip S. Gittings, Interim Pastor  
 RevPhil@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 / Cell: 548-0466 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 
 

Meg Doerzbacher, Christian Education Director 
 Meg@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 16 
 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Quinton Meyer, Volunteer Assoc. for Pastoral Care 
 meyer405@aol.com / Cell:909-2259 
 

Liz Kamke, Outreach Assistant  

 

Tom Hollfelder, Custodian/Security Guard 
 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Weddings Voicemail extension 15 
 weddings@firstchurchbuffalo.org 

THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE CONGREGATION AND CORPORATION of the First Presbyterian 
Society of the Town of Buffalo will take place on Sunday, February 8, 2015 immediately following worship 
in the Sanctuary. The purpose of the meetings is to receive reports of the staff, boards, committees and 
organizations of the Church; to elect a church Nominating Committee, to receive the Session’s budget for 
the year 2015; and to transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 
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LITERACY TUTORING 
We are proud of the members of First Presbyterian 
Church who so faithfully participate in our Literacy 
Tutoring program on Tuesday and Wednesday 
afternoons from 4:30 to 6:00 PM Special blessings 
on Nancy Barry, Ilsa Cooper, JoAnn Doerr, Karen 
Lewis, Tim Mordaunt, Suzanne Snyder, and 
Katherine Woodard. If you would like to find out 
more about this special ministry, speak to one of 
them, or contact either Liz Kamke or Ellen Henry. 
 

WINTER GLOVE DRIVE 
Now that the weather has turned cold, we will be 
collecting winter gloves for our food pantry patrons. 
Please donate if you can. We need large sizes of 
new or gently used gloves. Most of our pantry 
clients are male. Children's-sized gloves are not 
needed. Please use the donation basket on the 
chancel steps; it will remain there all winter long! 
Thank you!  
 

JAZZ VESPER SERVICE 
TODAY! Sunday, February 1 

6:00 PM Potluck supper 
7:00 PM Worship service with Jazz music 

Featuring Jazz pianist, Michael McNeill 
and Bassist Brian DeJesus 

Today’s Liturgist is Ilsa Cooper. 
 
Today’s acolytes are Evelyn Akiwumi & Marianne 
Akiwumi. 
 
Welcome to all visitors— you have a friend at 
First Church! If you would like to learn more about 
our diverse, welcoming faith community, please 
speak to a Deacon after worship.  
 
If you have a prayer request to include during 
Prayers of the People, please use one of the blue 
prayer cards available in the Narthex or by asking a 
Deacon. Please write neatly and give your card to 
a Deacon. 
 
Additional parking is available in the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth Street Sunday 
mornings from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM, courtesy of 
Carl Paladino. 

 
TODAY SUNDAY  IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

The first Sunday of the month is designated “Food 
Pantry Sunday.” Donations of canned goods can 
be placed on the chancel stairs. Monetary 
donations to the Lyon Food Pantry are also 
appreciated. First Church feeds an average of 20 
hungry people every Tuesday, right here in our 
neighborhood. This is an opportunity for hands-on 
mission that helps many. Thank you! 

 
FRUITCAKES 

Even through the holidays are over, Women’s 
Association still has fruitcakes for sale in the 
Church Office for $7.50 each. Please make checks 
payable to Women’s Association of First Church. 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2015 


